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I N T E R O F F I C E  C O M M U N I C A T I O N
To:
Ray Henderson, President

From:
Jeanne Winstead, Product Developer
Subject:
Blackboard Assignment Organizer
Date:
December 28, 2010
Summary 

Ray, I am pleased to present to you the beta version of our latest enhancement to Blackboard, the Assignment Organizer. Blackboard has always pioneered innovation in education and this latest enhancement leverages SharePoint Portal Server technology to address critical needs not only in the online learning environment but in F2F learning world as well. In line with modern learning theory, it minimizes cognitive overload and facilitates online collaboration, effectively preparing students for the needs of the modern workplace. It is truly an application of technology at its best.
Brief Overview of Enhancements
The main purpose of the Assignment Organizer is to empower teachers in teaching and learners in learning by offering “one-stop-shopping” to both audiences. When students log in to Blackboard, they will still have the traditional choices for course navigation. However, they will also be able to choose the Assignment Organizer. This view will show them a pre-populated calendar of all assignments due for all their courses. From the calendar, students may click on the link to access any instructions and resources and also to turn in their assignments. Furthermore, students may filter the Assignment Organizer to show a single date, or a range of dates. They may also choose to view a single course or multiple courses. The calendar will display all assignments for the current month by default. Additionally students will be able to check off assignments that they have completed, or enter their own progress notes. All views will be printable and will also be accessible to cell phones and handhelds. Color coding will differentiate between courses as well as between assignments which have been completed versus those which are yet to be done. Assignments which are nearing their due dates or are past due will be highlighted.
Instructors will also have an Assignment Organizer View. The Organizer will already be populated for courses that have an institutionally standardized syllabus and course schedule. However, the Organizer will also be customizable. Assignments and readings can be linked to each other as well as to tests and quizzes and even course objectives, if the instructor so desires. If an instructor needs to change a due date for a test or assignment, the Organizer will try to optimally reschedule everything from that point on, subject of course, to the instructor’s adjustments and final approval. Assignments can be added, changed, modified, and deleted. When an instructor clicks on a link for an assignment, in addition to the student view, he or she will also get a list of students who have completed the assignment, a list who have not, and a graphical representation of each.
Recommendation

As you well know, the idea of an Assignment Organizer is not a new idea. In fact this particular implementation builds on earlier learning experiences, explorations, and evolving concepts. We believe this version addresses some of the previous problems encountered with wide-spread acceptance and use by educational institutions and individual educators by offering benefit, efficiency, flexibility, and ease-of use.  As evidence, please find the instructions for this new product attached to this memo. The instructions and the enhancement are ready for usability testing. We look forward to getting feedback so that we may make final improvements to both the product and the instructions before they go to market.
